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LETTER TO THE AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS 21 February 2002

Using Carbon Way to Go

Your magazine has regular articles on environmental sustainability and your editorials also call for greater innovation by Australian business.

I applaud you for this, having given most of my life to developing sustainable products. I wonder, however, how many realise the personal costs and the amount of time it takes to develop an idea into a marketable product.

Years ago it was apparent to me that we should use more carbon in our building materials. If only we could do what nature has done for the last 3.8 billion years, we could be well on the way to beating the problem of global warming.  Currently, Portland cement is used in construction, yet emits around 1 tonne of CO2 for every tonne of cement produced, with about 1.8 billion tonnes produced each year.  This problem has absorbed me over the last five years. Aiming to find a better answer has involved three quarters of my waking hours, along with a personal cost of around a quarter of a million dollars to produce a building material that is recyclable, low-energy, has low emissions and uses a large proportion of wastes.

To gain recognition for a product developed in far- away Hobart is never-ending toil, but finally we have received endorsements by leading scientists in the CSIRO and in Australian and overseas universities.  In fact, Professor Fred Glasser, an international expert on cement- based materials, writes that the technology "represents one of the few recent advances in inorganic cements, suitable for large volume production."

We are now in the next phase and have budget for a capital raising of $10 million to develop and deploy the new technology. I know the new Tececo eco-cement as we call it is cheaper to manufacture, more durable, uses waste materials and is resistant to many of the chemical agents that attack Portland cement. Nevertheless, this is a whole new step and still a long way from the product being available on the open market.

Maybe someday, I may be pointed out as a person who "fell on his feet," unmindful of my 25 years of the background toil and study which was an essential part of my learning experience. For my part I am very mindful of my further problems, if, in fact, I don't succeed. I'm optimistic, but very aware that life was not meant to be easy!

John Harrison B.Sc. B.Ec. FCPA
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